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“The purpose of this congregation shall
be to seek the honor and glory of God,
to carry out His will, to manifest the
unity of our faith in Jesus Christ as God
and Savior, to spread the kingdom of
God and to foster Christian fellowship
and love by the preaching of the Word
of God, by the administration of the
Sacraments, and by the religious
instruction of all its members, according
to the confessional standard of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church.” New
Hope Lutheran Church Constitution,
Acrticle Il, paragraph 2.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Those who founded our
congregation, with the help of our
Synod, adopted this clear and Biblical
statement of why we exist and what we
are to do. It is helpful at any point in
our life as a congregation to reflect on
these purposes, but it is especially
important that we reflect on them as
activities begin anew after the summer.
The statement opens by listing
the following five goals for our
congregation:
1. Seek the honor and glory of God
2. Carry out [God’s] will
3. Manifest the unity of our faith in
Jesus Christ as God and Savior
4. Spread the kingdom of God
5. Foster Christian fellowship
Those are laudable goals for us,
and they reflect what Scripture says.
However, they alone do not give well-
defined details on how these goals are to
be met. How are we to spread the
kingdom of God? How are we to foster
Christian fellowship? We might be
tempted to invent our own ways of
accomplishing these goals rather than
using the means that God has given us.
Thus, the purpose statement goes on to
explain, in accordance with God’s
Word, how we are to pursue the
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aforementioned goals. The statement
says that we will pursue these goals

1. By the preaching of the Word of
God

2. By the administration of the
sacraments

3. By the religious instruction of all
[our] members

All three of these activities are
conducted “according to the
confessional standard of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church.”

We should notice both the
simplicity of this list and that the Word
of God is central to the whole list. First,
notice that the list of church activities in
our purpose statement is very short.
There are many programs that people
might expect from a church, but there
are only a few that are really essential.
Our Lord wants us to call sinners to
repentance and forgive sins for the sake
of Christ’s life, suffering, and death; to
baptize in His Triune name; to give out
His body and blood for the forgiveness
of sins; to teach the Christian faith.
Everything else that we do must serve
and support these purposes because
these are the ways in which God
reconciles people to Himself and keeps
us alive as Christians.

Second, notice the centrality of
the Word of God to all three activities of
our congregation (and not just the first
activity). The sacraments are given to us
by God’s Word. God’s Word of
promise is joined to a visible element
and is spoken as each sacrament is

260-622-7954
newhopelutheranossian@gmail.com

Lutheran I

administered. In the third activity, the
content of “religious instruction” is
God’s Word.

I encourage you to consider how
you, as a member of our congregation,
can support the preaching of the Word,
the administration of the Sacraments,
and the religious instruction of all
members. Besides lending financial
support to the proclamation of the Word
here, you support the proclamation of
the Word by receiving it. Make it your
goal to be in worship each week and at a
Bible study (on Sunday or on
Wednesday) each week this year.
Develop the habit of praying and
reading a chapter of the Bible every day.
You also support the proclamation of
the Word by giving that Word to others.
Think of one person whom you could
invite to Divine Service or Bible study
this month. | encourage the head of
every household to teach the Christian
faith to the rest of his family in the home
(If you need some suggestions or
guidance for family devotions, please
feel free to contact me). By receiving
the Word of Christ and rejoicing in the
forgiving Word of Christ and speaking
that Word of Christ to others, you act as
a member of the body of Christ, and you
support the proclamation of the Word.
Our Lord has great gifts for us in His
Word. He makes promises which He
will fulfill; He forgives our sins; He
grants us eternal life. His Word is the
life of every person and the life of our
congregation. Thanks be to God that He
is the One who gives us life for the sake
of the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. — Pastor Burfiend

From the Finance Board:

YTD Income: $78,053

YTD Expenses: $80,740

(Income does not include donations
toward the mortgage)
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Tuly 30 July 31 1 2 2 4 5
Trinity 8§
Jer. 23:16-29
Acts 20:27-38
Matt. 7:15-23
HMMHM WMMWW mmﬂ.“naw LCMS Convention LCMS Convention LCAMS Convention LCMS Convention
L35 Convention Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation
] 7 8 9 10 11 12
Trinity 9 7:30 am Bible Study,
2 Sam. 22:26-34 Wells Co. Courthouse Board memﬁnmﬂcﬂu F___—NJ__ u.,.mmﬁ..r.mu 10 am
1 Cor. 10:6-13 Board of Elders, 7 pm 6 pm
Luke 16:1-9
9 am Divine Service Decatur Circuit Meeting .
10:45 am Bible Study Concordia Theo. Sem. Bible Study, 7pm
Pastor on Vacation
13 14 13 16 17 18 19
Trinity 10
Jer. 7:1-11
1 Cor. 12:1-11 Board of Education,
HES. E _.ﬁ:Lm. 6 pm Pastor on Vacation
9 am Divine Service
10:45 am Bible Study St Mary, Mother of Our
Lord Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation Pastor on Vacation
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Trinity 11 7:30 am Bible Study,
Gen. 4:1-15 Wells Co. Courthouse
1 Cor. 15-1-10 Council, 6:30 pm
Luke 18:9-14
9 am Divine Service
10:45 am Bible Study Bible Study. Tpm St Bartholomew, Apostle
Pastor on Vacation
27 28 20 30 31
Trinity 12 7:30 am Bible Study, | Upcoming Events:
Isaiah 29:17-24 Wells Co. Courthouse | Sept. 5: Preschool classes begin
2Cor. 3:4-11 Sept. 10: Rally Sunday, Sunday School resumes, regular service
Mark 7:31-37 Preschool Orientation, | schedule returns with 8:45 am Bible Study and 10 am Divine Service
9 am Divine Service 6:30 pm Sept. 14-17: Ossian Days
10:45 am Sept. 24: Tanzania Mission Festival: Rev. Brock speaks in Bible study,

Voters™ Meeting

Martyrdom af St. John
the Baptist

Bible Study, 7pm

preaches in the Divine Service, and speaks over lunch.




